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Son and Heir of Sr. William SirodeKnight, Deceaſed, late Burgeſs for 
Plympton Farlin the County of Devon, againſt George Treby Eſq; 


Humbly preſente1 to the Honourable the Houſe of Commons Afﬀembled in Parliament. 


- hath ſent Burgeſlcs to Parliament. 


che ſama Burcough , and not a word of Freemen mentioned in the ſaid Crarter. 


by the Right and Po.y.r of cleing the Burgeſles tor Parliamenr, 


tcoubles if there were any diſputc about the Election 


,* 


hampton the Freeholders and Freemen doonly cle. 


Hereby there appears no colour why the Burgeſſcs and Inhabirants whether Freemen or not , ſhould not ha 
their voyces in the cleQon of Burgefles for Plympton Earl. 


Freeholder: eſpecially Iniabitants have an unqueſiionable right of vorins in che cleRion. 


habirancs of rhe ſaid Burrougb. 


of the Burgeſl:s or Inhabuants of rhe Town, ; 
/: franchizcd , and 8&8 mcxe newly feicted , and the voyces of others were indirectly procured ) and as Mr. Tre 
would have ir) the Freemen mult only ele& , who are ſeveral of them Labourcrs and Servants to the Frecholde 


of chcir Maſters. 


10 have been return'd, 
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In fate, Treby had the Mayor , four principal Buryefles, and fifceen Freemen (whereof one was long before Ali 


= 


 TheCaſeof Richard Strode Eſq; 


Hat the Burrough of Plimpton Earl, is an antient Burrough by preſcription , and time out of mind 


That Qzeer Elizabeth in 44th. of her Raign , by her Charter, reciting that Plampten: Eayl was an an- 
tient Burrough, and that the Burgefles and Inhabicants of the ſame had been timeout of mind incer- 
porated , and were a Body Politick : The Queen by her ſaid Charter (totake away all doubts and ambiguities a- 
bout the ſame, and about the name of their Corporarion) doch Incorporate the Burgefſes and Inhabijrants ofthe ſaid 
Burrough and their Succefſors for ever, by the name of Mayor, Baylift , and Burgeſles of the Burrough of Plymptox 
Earl, with a power to the ſaid Mayor, Bayliff, and Burgeſles , to ele& and ſend two Burgeſſes ro Parliament tor 


By the aforeſaid Chartcr the Burgefles and Inhabitants and their Succefſors are incorporated , and haye there- - 


Thatnow the Mayor, Bayliff, and principal Burgeſſes and Freemen, or Mr. Tresy in their and his own behalf, 
do precend to the ſole right and power of clefting, excluding all the Freeholders and other Jntabirants which 
are Incorporated by the {aid Charter, and as members of the Corporation , which ought ts have voices in the ele. 
ation, Whereas in this Burrough, before the Charter, the FreehoJdersor Inhavitants did elect, and fo have ſince 
done, and tc was never known thac Freemen only in Plympton did ele& Bhrgeſſes tor Parliament until the late 


Upon Mr. Trety's pretence and ſuppoſition , the Mayor alone may chooſe Forreigners or the baſeft and moi in- 
fericur perſons into the Order of Freemen, who though Forreigners ſhall have right of clecting Burgefles tor Par- 
liament againſt all Freeho}ders and other Inhabirants whoare certainly moſt concerned in the conſequence of the 
ec&ions, being lyable and contributory toall charges of the Burrough, in rhe neighbouring Burroughs (-as 721; 


ke. 


flock, Beere, and Aſhhurton) to which the Charter doth much relate , rhe Freeholders do only ele, and in Oake- 


Ve 


Since the ſaid Charter, FreehoJders not being Freemen haveelettcd and given their voices, and the Frecholders 
have becn ſummoned in and cired to Court to come in and give their voices, which argucs moſt cercainly that the 


Before the ſaid Charter the Freeholders and Inhabiranrs have continually ele&ed , and ſince (ir ſeems) the anti. 
ent way of recurns has beenobſcrved , being by the Bayliffs and Burgeſles without mention of tt. e Mayo; and Free- 
men who certainly were never Inte nded to be comprized therein incxclulion of all che Freeholders and orchers, [n- 


By the ſaid Chartcr , there 1s no power given the Mayor to ehoofe or ele& Freemen, nor one word of them 
mentioned in the ſame, there appears no ground or authority for making an Order of Freemen diſtin& from thereſt 


by, 


rs 


living within che Burrough, and thoſe Freeholders (who bear all publick burchens, pay the "Taxes. and inhabic 
within tne Burrough ) he would have exc}uded , and fo the Servants ſhall ſend to Parliament rhe Repreſcntatiics 


The Pecitioner had the voices of 2 principal Burgefſes, 14 Frecmen, 14 Freeholders., ( inhabiting within the 
Burrough ) -and 7 Freeholders inhabiting without the Burrough, ſo as in cafe rhe voices procured on Trebye's 
parc by foul means be diſallowed for good voices (as they ought ) thePeticioners voices of the very Corporation 
will over ballance, and in caſeche Freeholders and Inhabicants ought to ele (a3 ir ſeems plainly they have ''ighr 
thereunto) it will appear that the Petitioner bad all the voices of the Freeholding Inhabicancs : and incaſe all 1n- 
habirants have arightta ele& (a5 fome conceive) the Petitioner had thoſe Inhabirants, alſo,none declaring for Mr. 
Treby but the Mayor, 4 principal Burgeſles, and 25 Freemen, and fo irs eonccived the Petitioner ought lawtully 
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